2010 IT Conference Minutes

Teleconference
January 14, 2010

10:00 am

Committee Members in attendance:

Sherry Deese

AJ Leone

Bonnie Bird

Boe Stearns

Robbie Kizer

Michael Light

Mimi

Michael Cortright

Beth Evans

John McFadden

Sherry Deese started the meeting by reviewing the existing contract with Embassy Suites downtown which requires an 80% guarantee of the 50 rooms.  She stated originally we were planning a Regional event and expected BOD’s and President Elects to be coming in and staying overnight.  

Next the committee looked at the dates for the conference and decided it would be more convenient for attendees to come during the week.  September 9 and 10, 2010 will be the new conference dates.  I agreed to call Stephanie Massey with Embassy to find out if we could renegotiate the room from 50 to 20 and would let the committee know of the results.

Last meeting we discussed holding the Golf Tournament in conjunction with the Conference.  Beth Evens thought it would be better to separate the two events and everyone agreed that the recourses required to mange a dual event would be difficult.

Michael Light and Robbie Kizer reported they are sending out a poll to the committee members for the name of various companies in the area.  They plan to begin making calls at the end of this month to determine what topics would be of most interest to these companies.  Some of the topics suggested were:


Security




Windows 7


Disaster recovery/avoidance


“Getting IT to the Board Room table”


IT Telephony


Cloud computing

 


Virtual Server


“IT isn’t a bad word”

Beth Evans suggested we look at some topics that would be interesting to Programmers and maybe that would draw Blackbaud.

Bonnie Bird went over her notes from her meeting with Jill Galmarine from ThinkTec.  Jill reviewed some of the sessions that they have hosted with success.  Jill has volunteered to be on our Conference Committee and will offer assistance with putting this conference together.  Jill also told us that Frank Abignal (his life story was the subject of “Catch Me if You”) lives in Charleston and might be interested in speaking to our group.  He is employed with the FBI and is an expert in IT fraud.  Bonnie will contact him.

The next committee meeting will be at 10am on January 22, 2010.  

