2010 IT Conference Minutes
Teleconference
February 11, 2010

10:00 am

Committee Members in attendance:

Sherry Deese
Thomas Malaniak
Michael Light

Kristen Moeller
Mark Mitchum

Boe Stearns

Jill Galmarine

Robbie Kizer

April Nadeau

AJ Leone

Michael Light spoke about the survey and phone call list that he and Mark Mitchum are working on.  He stated they’ve contacted about 10 people by phone and have received some very enthusiastic responses.  He plans to talk with Mark Mitchum today to review the data being assimilated from the call and surveys.

Michael feels we’ll need about 100 responses before we can make decisions on the sessions and topics.  These responses will help determine the length and number of sessions needed and whether it is more appropriate to have panels and/or speakers.

Michael previously emailed his thoughts on the process of preparing for the event. Sherry asked for everyone to come back to the next meeting with some suggestions for the conference name and we’ll make a decision then.

Notes from Michael Light:

1. Direct as many business leaders as possible to complete Mark’s survey.

2. Make decisions on the results

3. Poll the same group … also member as moderators… and others with a “Call for speakers”

4. Coordinate the responses…

5. Go to press and get ready for the big days…

6. Take a few days off that week to be fully engaged.

I think this is about 50 more hours of effort… 30 in the next month and 20-30 during the event.

ALSO… WE NEED TO START  THINKING ABOUT A NAME

· Charleston ITP Forum & Expo

· Tri  County         “

· Low Country    “

· above w/some combination of words that tell what we this will be about:

Show, Business Technology, Showcase, Professional, Exposition, Sessions, “Computer & Communication”

Sherry stated that she hadn’t heard from Bonnie on the Sheraton quote but felt we should make a decision on where the venue should be held.  She polled the committee to see if they were satisfied with the Embassy Suites in North Charleston.  Everyone agreed to move forward with Embassy Suites in North Charleston.  Michael suggested we secure the dates but ask that the room configuration be flexible until we nailed down the session requirements.  Sherry will speak with Erika at Embassy Suites about this.  Mark also mentioned he heard they were getting ready to expand and was hopeful this wouldn’t happen during the conference.  Sherry will also ask Erika about this also and report at next week’s meeting.

Mark Mitchum reported that he’s received 19 responses from the surveys and found them to be very insightful.  Sherry asked if he would send the survey to all of the AITP members and Kristen asked if he would send the results to the committee.  Mark replied that he would.
The next committee meeting will be at 11am on February 17, 2010.
