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CHARLESTON - The Association of Information Technology Professionals (AITP) will present “Computer Forensics – Start to Finish” at a luncheon from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., May 17 at the Holiday Inn Riverview. Computer forensics involves recovering damaged or deleted information from computers for criminal, civil or corporate investigations.

“Everyone who uses a computer needs to understand how their activity can be traced and what privacy rights they have,” said Nadine Evans, president of the Charleston AITP chapter.  While computers and other devices with memory make conducting business highly efficient, they also present major problems for protecting information, she added.

The AITP program speaker will be Timothy Griffin, a computer forensics specialist with Live Oak Professional Data Recovery. Griffin has developed computer forensic training programs for the U.S. Navy and the FBI. He uses a proven court-accepted methodology for recovering, analyzing and preserving information.

In recent years, experts have used computer forensics to help solve many high-profile criminal cases.

· Investigators used Washington intern Chandra Levy’s computer to trace her last movements and were able to locate her body after she had been missing for one year.

· Investigators in the Scott Peterson case recovered computer data indicating he had researched tidal charts for the bay where the bodies of his wife and unborn son were later discovered. 

· Investigators have used computer forensics to convict numerous people of downloading child pornography from the Internet.

· Investigators have used computer forensics to trace people seeking bomb-making materials online.

Computer forensics has also been used in civil cases ranging from divorces to corporate espionage. In office situations, the same investigative techniques can be employed for something as simple as recovering important information accidentally deleted by employees.

Because 90 percent of the world’s information is stored in electronic format, the ability to recover lost data cannot be overstated. Sophisticated spyware and adware programs also are making the job of protecting information increasingly difficult.

AITP members range from network managers to security experts in such diverse industries as banking, education, government, healthcare and the armed services. 

The luncheon fee is $12.00 for AITP members and $20.00 for guests. Register before May 14 at cpoplin@aitp-charleston.org.[image: image1.png]
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