September Summary of our
Past President’s Dinner
September 20, 2007 - The Charleston Rifle Club was the location for our celebration recognizing our 45th Anniversary as a Chartered Chapter of AITP and our Annual Past Presidents Meeting. Honored were 12 Past Presidents of the Chapter. Each Past President received a Booteneer or Corsage, a Certificate of Appreciation from the President, a personally Autographed Edition of Mike Veeck’s Book “Fun Is Good”, a Bottle of Champagne, a box of Dark of Chocolates and a handcrafted seashell centerpiece to serve as a memento of their dinner. 

We had a large group of members and guest representing 56 area companies who were able to join us for the evening with 80 members and guests in attendance.  Past Presidents and their wives/guest were treated to the event free of charge as a “thank you” from the local AITP Chapter #184. The fare for the evening included the traditional Low Country Oyster Roast served outdoors overlooking the Ashley River and the BBQ dinner inside the club. Coffee and a Special AITP LOGO cake were served following dinner.

Our speaker for the evening, Mike Veeck, was both motivating and entertaining (as he always is). Mike decided that all AITP Members will receive the Family and Friends Discount to his upcoming Seminar in November (he now considers us Family and Friends because we held our AITP Family Day Picnic at the Ballpark in June). The Family and Friends Discount means we only pay $125 for the two day event! For more Information on the “Fun Is Good” Seminar, go to their Website: www.funisgood.net, or call: (843) 529-1246. Make sure to let them know you are an AITP member!

Our sponsor for the evening, whose generosity helped greatly in underwriting the dinner expense, was Champion Solutions Group. Their presentation was interesting, entertaining and informative. Champion Solutions Group also donated an iPOD to our raffle as well as gifting each attendee with either a Laser Light Pen or a $10.00 Starbucks Gift Card. To learn more about Champion Solutions Group, visit their Website: www.championsg.com.

The monthly ticket raffle was once again a big hit. If you were fortunate enough to have been able to attend the dinner then you are well aware that our group does not fit the typical “geek persona” that we in IT often earn. I think our President, Members and Winners provided some very interesting and entertaining comments during the drawings, one of the crowd’s favorites was from a guest who indicated he read the invite wrong and thought Mike Vick was going to speak…and he came hoping to hear what the quarterback had to say about the charges he was facing. Humor seemed to pervade our evening. Thanks Mike!!! Our chapter realized over $400 thanks to all the donated raffle items and we are grateful to each company and member who donated items. If asked I’m quite sure that Virginia Holcomb (member) who won the VISTA Operating System, David Wiley (member) who won the ipod or any other winner of one of the more than 20 items will tell you it was certainly worth the price of the $2.00 ticket!

Special recognition was given by AITP President, Nadine Evans, to Alan Blanche, the Chapter’s President in 1984 and a very active member today. Alan currently serves as Director at Large and on the Membership Committee and the Communication Committee. Alan was instrumental in locating 22 valid addresses of Past Presidents and for assisting with making this Past President’s night so very special for everyone. The President indicated that Alan, or Mr. AITP as he is referred to by many in our group, worked on this particular project for MANY months and pointed out that his efforts were rewarded with the great turn-out of Past Presidents (the largest number to attend in at least the past 15 years). Alan noted that 4 of the Chapter’s Past Presidents are deceased and he still is looking for additional information on 14 others.
